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14“‘The days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I will fulfill the good promise I made to 

the people of Israel and Judah.  15“‘In those days and at that time I will make a righteous 

Branch sprout from David’s line; he will do what is just and right in the land.  16In those 

days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety.  This is the name by which it will 

be called: The LORD Our Righteous Savior.’  

 

Today is the first of four Sundays in the season of Advent.  But, what is Advent?  

Essentially, it is a season of preparation and anticipation.  We get the name “advent” from the 

Latin verb adventus which means “arrival” or “coming.”  During Advent, we look forward to our 

celebration of arrival of the baby Jesus on that first Christmas long ago.  But, we also look 

forward to and prepare ourselves for His second coming on the Last Day.  One of the more 

common, Advent traditions is the lighting of candles on an Advent wreath.  The white candle in 

the middle reminds us Jesus Christ the light of the world who came into this world as an infant 

child on that blessed night long ago in the town of Bethlehem.  The four candles around the 

wreath remind us the blessings that our Savior came to bring: hope, love, joy, and peace.  Today, 

as we light the first candle, we look at the first of those blessings, hope. 

The prophet Jeremiah is the first of the three wise men that we’ll be looking at these next 

few weeks.  Jeremiah didn’t have an Advent wreath; he didn’t have any Advent traditions.  He 

didn’t even have an official season of Advent.  What he did have was a message from God, a 

promise filled with hope which led to the same anticipation and preparation we feel during 

Advent.  This message from Jeremiah gives us hope when our ministry in this sinful world seems 

pointless and when we realize that, on our own, our standing before God as sinful people seems 

hopeless. 

Listen once again to the Words of God spoken through His prophet Jeremiah: “‘The days 

are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I will fulfill the good promise I made to the people 

of Israel and Judah.  “‘In those days and at that time I will make a righteous Branch 

sprout from David’s line; he will do what is just and right in the land.  In those days, Judah 

will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety.  This is the name by which it will be called: 

The LORD Our Righteous Savior.’ 

The first person to be comforted by this message was none other than Jeremiah himself.  

Jeremiah needed this promise.  You see, he didn’t have a very easy job.  Imagine if we had a 

fifty-two chapter long book in the Old Testament, recounting the ministry of Noah in the days 

leading up to the flood.  Basically, that’s what the book of Jeremiah is.  For all his effort 

preaching righteousness to those earliest of peoples, how much success did Noah have?  It was 

the same for Jeremiah.  The only real difference was that instead of the flood, the destruction that 

Jeremiah was warning of would come at the hands of the Babylonians.  Yet for all of his 

dedication to proclaiming the LORD’s Word, he may as well have been preaching to a brick wall. 

Sometimes, our attempts at sharing the gospel have more immediate and visible results 

than Noah’s or Jeremiah’s, but not always.  Some nights we go to bed thinking the same thing 

Jeremiah must have thought from time to time, “This is hopeless.  These people just won’t listen.  



2 

 

They’re stubborn and sinful and I just don’t see the point anymore!”  So what was it that got 

Jeremiah up again the next morning, why didn’t he just give up?   

In an earlier passage in Jeremiah he says, God’s Word burns in my heart like a fire, a 

fire shut up in my bones.  I am weary of holding it in; indeed, I cannot (Jer. 20:9).  Jeremiah 

knew that the message He had been given was one that needed to be shared.  The people of 

Judah had turned away from God.  Because of their sinfulness, He had determined to hand them 

over into captivity to the Babylonians.  Their fate, as a nation, was sealed but there was still 

opportunity for them to repent.  Interspersed throughout Jeremiah’s prophecies of wrath and 

destruction were messages of deliverance, renewal, and hope.  He may not have brought many to 

repentance through his teachings, but he knew that if there was a chance he could win even one 

of them over, then he had to continue faithfully presenting the message God had given him.  

In the back of his mind, as Jeremiah foretold the destruction of Jerusalem and the 

captivity of the people, he had to have the ten northern tribes of Israel on his mind.  Over a 

century had passed since they were taken into captivity by the Assyrians and they hadn’t been 

heard from since.  Would the fate of his people, this unrepentant Kingdom of Judah, be the 

same? 

Imagine the hope and the comfort he found in the promise that the days were coming 

when the kingdom of David would be given new life and would shoot up once again.  Judah 

would not be lost forever.  Our text this morning spoke of a branch, but it isn’t really a branch in 

the sense that we think of a branch: one that shoots out from another branch somewhere high up 

on a tree.  The word “branch” here is more of a shoot like you would see coming out of the 

stump of a tree that’s been chopped down.  This “branch” is a new beginning, a new tree. 

That promise that Judah would not die out and that the line of David would not be broken 

was a beacon of hope for Jeremiah and for those who remained faithful to the LORD for 

generations to follow.  They knew that promised king as “a Righteous Branch,” we know Him by 

His true name, Jesus Christ. 

Jesus is the Righteous Branch promised through Jeremiah, not just a little branch off the 

top of the tree but the beginning of a new tree.  Jesus didn’t pick up the kingdom of Judah where 

it had left off after its last king, King Zedekiah.  He established a new kingdom, spiritual 

kingdom, and a New Jerusalem, the Church.  Jesus established a new covenant, a covenant of 

forgiveness and reconciliation through His blood.  And He has appointed us just as He appointed 

Jeremiah, to be His ambassadors, charged with the task of taking His message of reconciliation 

and proclaiming it to the world. 

How’s that going?  It’s not all that easy of a job is it?  Are there times when you feel like 

your evangelism efforts are about as productive as Noah’s or Jeremiah’s?  Are there times when 

you feel like all of this is hopeless, and you’d be better off preaching to a wall?  Do you ever fear 

that the very message you are trying to share is on the verge of being stamped out by false 

teachings or liberal agendas?  Are you ever tempted just to give up sharing that message because 

it seems like a lost cause? 

The world around us may seem to be going to hell in a hand basket, but God tells us 

never to give up hope.  The Word of the Lord endures forever and that Word has the power of 

God for salvation.  God has given us a message of hope and forgiveness to preach and He has 

promised that when we preach His Word it will not return to Him empty but will accomplish the 

purpose for which He sent it (Is. 55:11). 

In the season of Advent, we’re not just counting down the days until Christmas, we’re 

revisiting the promises which God has given us, promises like the one He gave through Jeremiah 
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that saw their fulfillment in that Savior born in Bethlehem.  As we review those promises, we’re 

filled with the hope that Jesus came to bring, a hope which encourages us to keep on sharing His 

gospel message even when it might seem hopeless.  It isn’t hopeless and it isn’t pointless.  If 

Christ hasn’t returned yet, then that means there are still souls that need to be saved through 

hearing the Word.  They will not hear it unless you take it to them.   

But, that message of hope isn’t just for “the world.”  You won’t feel it burning in your 

heart like Jeremiah did unless you realize that promise of hope is also meant for you.  Not just as 

inspiration to keep on faithfully proclaiming God’s Word, but as a source of comfort and hope 

when you know you’ve failed to do that.  In the final words of our text this morning, we have 

one of the richest gospel passages in all of Scripture.  In those days, Judah will be saved and 

Jerusalem will live in safety.  This is the name by which she will be called: The LORD Our 

Righteous Savior.  Literally, what the Hebrew text says is, “The LORD Our Righteousness.”  

The point?  The name that God has given to His people, the Church, the New Jerusalem, is the 

same name that He gave to the Righteous Branch Himself, “The Lord Our Righteousness.” 

St. Paul wrote about this in His letter to the Corinthians, God made Him who had no sin 

(Jesus, the Righteous Branch) to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the 

righteousness of God.  Jesus was born into this world so that He could take our sins on Himself.  

He became our sin.  His death was the penalty for our sin.  And God accepted that.  He accepted 

Jesus’ death as payment for our sins and He credited Jesus’ righteousness to us.  Verse fifteen of 

our text says that the Branch would do what is just and right in the land.  Jesus didn’t just come 

to be righteous and just.  He came to be our righteousness. 

Have you always been faithful to God’s gospel message of reconciliation and always 

continued to preach it boldly and confidently even when it seems hopeless?  We have to confess 

that, no, we haven’t.  But Jesus has.  Even as He was on the cross, He still cried for God to 

forgive those who were crucifying Him.  Even as He was breathing His last breaths, He still 

proclaimed the truth of the gospel to man dying right beside Him.  Even when God the Father 

had forsaken Him, on account of our sins, Jesus freely gave up His life so that we could have His 

righteousness.  

To conceptualize the depth of what He has done for us, and to help us understand it Jesus 

uses the familiar concept of marriage.  He speaks of Himself as the Bridegroom and of the 

Church as His Bride.  Just as a bridegroom takes the bride as his own and she receives his name, 

Jesus has claimed you as His own and He’s given you His name: The LORD Our Righteousness.  

In Jewish tradition, when a man took a woman to be his wife, the first thing he would do would 

be to leave her and go prepare a place for them to live.  When it was ready, He would come back 

and take her to live there with him.  Jesus has taken you as His own.  He has placed his name on 

you—given you His righteousness—and He has gone back to His Father’s house to prepare a 

place for you to live. 

In this season of Advent, we look forward to our celebration of the day when Jesus came 

into this world to establish His kingdom and call us to be His own, His holy bride.  We also look 

forward with eager anticipation, to the day when the last soul Jesus is waiting for is led by the 

Word of God through that narrow gate, and enters into His Bride the Church.  Then, Jesus will 

return to take us into the home He has prepared for us in His heavenly Kingdom.   

This Advent Season we look forward to that day and we pray: Come, Lord Jesus.  Amen. 

 


